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oJ Kalamazoo

Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Agenda

April 25,2016

The *Reqular Meetinq" of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo will be held at 7:30

p.m.,6nll'6-62-y, ,qprif z s, 2016, in the Chader Township of Kalamazoo Administrative offices, 1720 Riverview

brive, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004-1099 for the purpose of discussing and acting on the below listed items and

,ny oih"r business that may legally come before the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo.

I - Call to Order

2 - Pledge of Allegiance

3 - Roll Call of Board Members

4 - Addition/Deletions to Agenda (nny member of the public, board, or staff may ask that any item of the consent

agenda be removed and placed elsewhere on the agenda for full discussion. Such requests will be automatically respected.)

5 - public Gomment on Agenda and Non-agenda ltems (Each person may use three (3) minutes for remarks- lf
your remarks extend beyond the 3 minute time period, please provide your comments in writing and they will be distributed to

ine board. The public comment period is for the Board to listen to your comments. Please begin your comments with your

name and address.)

6 - Consent Agenda (The purpose of the Consent Agenda is to expedite Business by grouping non-controversial items

together to be dealt with in one Board Motion without discussion.)

Approval of:

A. Board of Trustees work session Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2016
B. Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Minutes of April 11,2016
C. Request for Police Chief Bourgeois to attend Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police

Professional, MACP Development Conference at Boyne Highlands June 18-22,2016
D. Payment of Bills in the amount of $40,353.21

Receipt of:

A. Kalamazoo County Land Bank 2015 Annual Report
B. Transportation Research Center for Livable Communities 2015 Annual Report

7 - Public Hearings
A. None at this meeting

8 - Unfinished Business
A. None at this meeting



9 - New Business
A. Request for approval of resolution for sale of property at2105 Burdick and to sign listing agreement

B. Request for approval to sign Conflict of lnterest Recognition and Waiver from Bauckham, Sparks,

Thall, Seeber and Kaufman

C. Request to purchase replacements for three patrol cars

D. Request to replace speed measurement devices

E. Request to purchase Live Scan device replacement and purchase mobile fingerprint readers

F. Request for authorization for the chief of police to hire a candidate for the open non-sworn part-time

service officer pending background investigation and physical examination

G. Request for board members to attend one Eliminating Racism & Claiming/Celebrating Equality

(ERACCE) workshoP

10 - ltems removed from Consent Agenda

11 - Gommittee RePorts
Election Commission / Street Light Committee - Clerk Thall

county Brownfield i KABA / Dispatch Authority - Treasurer Cochran

Metro Transit LAC / CCTA / Public Media - Trustee Goodacre

Planning commission / Brownfield Redevelopment - Trustee Leuty

Fire Department / Noxious Weeds / Highway Commissioner - Trustee Martin

Parks and Recreation / Zoning Board of Appeals - Trustee Miller

Police Dept. / Policy and Admin. / KATS / COG / KRW!\MC - Supervisor Reid

12 - Attorney Report

13 - Public Comments

14 - Board Member Gomments

15 - Adjournment

Posted: Aprll22,2016

m,,ld{ffi
Ronald E. Reid, SuPervisor
Charter TownshiP of Kalamazoo

Kalamazoo Township Board meetings are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, or disability. lndividuals with disabilities requiring

special assistance must contact i-he Township, giving five buiiness days notice by writing or calling: Ronald Reid, Chafter Township of Kalamazoo

Supervisor, 1720 RivLrview Drive, Kalamazoo, Ml 49004-1099. Telephone: (269) 381-8083



 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES - WORK GROUP SESSION 
Monday, April 11, 2016 

                                 
The Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo held a Work Group 

Session on Monday, April 11, 2016, at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Room of the Charter Township of 
Kalamazoo Administration Building, 1720 Riverview Drive, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004-1099, 
for the purpose of discussing Work Session Agenda items, and any other business that may 
legally come before the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo 
County. 
 
PRESENT: Supervisor Ronald Reid, Clerk Donald Thall, Treasurer George Cochran, 

Trustees Pamela Brown Goodacre, Donald Martin, Mark Miller and Steven Leuty. 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   (2) audience members 
 
Supervisor Reid called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Item 1 – REVIEW STRATEGIC PLAN 
 The Board Members reviewed the Strategic Plan in detail.  There was extensive 
discussion on topics with several proposed changes to the plan.  Specifically, the Board inquired 
as to how to revive interest in community and neighborhood associations.  The updated plan will 
be presented to the Board at a future time for further consideration and adoption. 
 
Item 2 – DISCUSSION REGARDING WATERS & COMPANY MEETING 
 The Board further discussed their meetings with Waters & Company.  It was suggested 
that the Board should consider a “policy governance” approach to help define roles with the new 
township manager. 
  
Item 3 – DISCUSSION REGARDING ITEMS ON THE REGULAR AGENDA 
 There was a concern expressed about the Metro Act Right-of-Way Telecommunications 
permit request with Fiber Technologies Network, LLC.    It was recommended that this agenda 
item is removed from the regular Board meeting. 
 
Item 4 – PUBLIC COMMENT 
 There was no public comment. 
 
Item 5 – ADJOURNMENT 
 Supervisor Reid moved to adjourn the Work Session at 7:18 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Donald Z. Thall, Clerk,  
Charter Township of Kalamazoo 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

April 11, 2016 
 

The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo County, was held at 7:30 p.m., Monday, April 11, 2016, at the Charter Township of 
Kalamazoo Administrative Offices, 1720 Riverview Drive, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49004-1099. 

 
Item 1  CALL TO ORDER 

Supervisor Reid called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Item 2  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 Trustee Martin led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 
Item 3  ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS 
 All Board Members were present. 
 
Item 4  ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS TO 04/11/2016 AGENDA 

 Trustee Martin moved, seconded by Treasurer Cochran, to remove Item A, 
Consideration of request for METRO Act Right-of-Way Telecommunications permit with Fiber 
Technologies Network, LLC, from the agenda, and to accept the modified agenda.  Motion 
carried. 

  
Item 5   PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 Nicolette Leigh, 3306 Nazareth; Jeremy Hathcock, 1302 Foster; and Alicia Dunifin-
Fawley, 622 Stassen; announced they are running for the position of Kalamazoo Township 
Trustee.  In addition, Sherine Marie Miller, 609 Stassen, announced that she is running for 
Kalamazoo Township Treasurer.   
 
 Nicolette Leigh inquired about the language in the new draft zoning ordinance.  It 
indicates the height requirement for fences are 4 ft versus 6 ft.   
  
Item 6  CONSENT AGENDA 

Trustee Miller moved, seconded by Treasurer Cochran, to approve the consent 
agenda which included action on the following items: 
Approval of: 

A. Board of Trustees Special Work Session Meeting Minutes of March 28, 2016  
B. Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Minutes of March 28, 2016 
C. Payment of Bills in the amount of $67,273.65 

Receipt of: 
A. March 2016 Budget Report 
B. March 2016 Check Disbursement Report 
C. March 2016 Planning & Zoning Department Report 
D. March 03 and 30, 2016 Draft Planning Commission Minutes 
E. March 2016 Kalamazoo Area Building Authority Reports 
F. Notice of Kalamazoo County MTA Workshop Day, April 26, 2016, 

Kalamazoo County Expo 
G. W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research 30 Year Building Permit 

Report 
H. Road Commission of Kalamazoo County Spring/Summer 2016 Newsletter 
I. Miss Dig March 2016 Report 
J. Public Media Network 2015 Annual Report 

Motion carried. 
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Item 7  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 There were no public hearings. 
  
Item 8  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 There was no unfinished business. 
 
Item 9  NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 9B CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO AMEND ORDER FOR 1805 GULL ROAD 
 Township Attorney Roxanne Seeber gave an overview of the Kalamazoo Charter 
Township Order Regarding 1805 Gull Road, the former Clark Gas Station.  David Shafer, 
representative for the property owners Attorney, Joseph McCully, inquired about the existing 
canopy on the property, and indicated that the property is currently on the market and that the 
owner is soliciting estimates to tear down the building.   
 
 Clerk Thall moved, seconded by Treasurer Cochran, to postpone action until the 
next scheduled Board Meeting in 14 days.  Motion failed. 
 
 Trustee Martin moved, seconded by Trustee Leuty, to adopt the 1st Amended 
Order of the Township Board to enforce Hearing Officer Bruce Fletcher’s January 15, 
2016 Order to Raze the structures located on the property addressed as 1805 Gull Road 
within the Township and the property addressed as 1805 Gull Road shall be demolished 
and the debris created thereby removed within 60 days of April 11, 2016.  Motion Carried.  
(see attached Order) 

  
Item 10 ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA 
 There were no items removed from the Consent Agenda. 
  
Item 11 COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Trustee Leuty said that the Planning Commission has reviewed the new proposed 
zoning map.  He also updated the Board on the approval of a wood fire drive-through pizzeria 
on Sprinkle Road pending conditions, as well as an oversized pole barn on Warren Place 
pending conditions.  He also encouraged everyone to attend the Zoning Ordinance Open House 
on April 13, 2016, from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Kalamazoo Township Hall, 1720 Riverview 
Drive. 
 
 Trustee Martin reported that the Road Commission of Kalamazoo County (RCKC) and 
the Township of Kalamazoo are in the process of setting the April meeting dates for the public to 
attend and that these dates, as well as the locations, will be posted on the Township’s website.  
  
Item 12 ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 There was no Attorney’s report.  
 

Item 13 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 

Item 14 BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 Treasurer Cochran reported that the Kalamazoo County Chapter of the MTA is hosting a 
Workshop at the Kalamazoo County Expo Center on April 26, 2016. 
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Item 15 REQUEST FOR CLOSED SESSION 
 
 Supervisor Reid moved that the Township Board go into closed session with 
Attorney Timothy Ferrand, Director Rich Pierson and Assistant Director Tim Hudson of 
the Kalamazoo Regional Water/Wastewater Commission, and Attorney Roxanne Seeber 
pursuant to the Open Meetings Act and MCL 15.268(e) to discuss trial strategy and 
pending litigation in the matter of Gull Lake Sewer and Water Authority, et al v. City of 
Kalamazoo, Case No. 2014-0225-CK. 
 
 The motion was seconded by Clerk Thall.  A roll call vote was held on the motion 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Meeting recessed at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Item 16 RE-OPEN TO REGULAR MEETING 
 
 The Board reconvened to open session at 9:30 p.m. 
 
Item 17 ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:34 p.m. 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:               Respectfully submitted, 
 Supervisor Ronald E. Reid     
 Clerk Donald Z. Thall 
 Treasurer George E. Cochran  
 Trustee Pamela Brown Goodacre 
 Trustee Steven C. Leuty  
 Trustee Donald D. Martin 
   Trustee Mark E. Miller 
        __________________________ 
          Donald Z. Thall, Clerk 

        ABSENT:    
      
 

        Attested to by, 
 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  
Attorney Seeber                  ___________________________ 
        Ronald E. Reid, Supervisor 



































2015 Annual Report
Repurpose. Renew. Reconnect. 



2015 Annual ReportKalamazoo County Land Bank

A Message from the Board

Mary Balkema
Board Chair

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

Mary Balkema, Board Chair
Kalamazoo County Treasurer

Terry Dorgan, Secretary/Treasurer
Community President

Huntington National Bank

Becky Fulgoni
Retired Vice President 

Landscape Forms

Alberta Griffin
President 

AGS Data Analytics Consulting LLC

Jerome Kisscorni, Vice Chair
Executive Director
City of Kalamazoo

Economic Development Corporation

Carl Roberts
Retired Vice President of Engineering

BorgWarner Thermal Systems

Chuck Vliek
Program Vice President

Local Initiatives Support Corporation

Now in our sixth year, the Kalamazoo County Land Bank Authority continues to 
be a community and economic development tool for all of Kalamazoo County. 
We are a governmental authority that manages tax foreclosed properties in 
Kalamazoo County with the end goal of returning the properties back to produc-
tive use and creating vibrant communities. Every year, we receive a new inventory 
of tax foreclosed parcels through the Kalamazoo County Treasurer. Our work 
includes managing blight, stabilizing, renovating and selling properties, establish-
ing community gardens and revitalizing the neighborhoods that surround our 
properties.   
 
In 2015, the Land Bank reached another milestone and completed the rede-
velopment of the former Riverside Greenhouse. This previously foreclosed and 
abandoned structure was transformed into a community jewel. We are very 
proud of the work, the partnerships, and the community who encouraged us with 
their vision and financial support. 
 
This past year we completed our senior housing development, known as Prairie 
Gardens. This project sits on the site of the severely blighted former Tuberculosis 
Sanitarium on Blakeslee Street. It was a dream of community leaders that this 
beautiful site would be re-developed. The complex is now 100% occupied with a 
community of seniors who have the opportunity to live in comfortable, affordable 
housing. We would like to thank MSHDA for making this project possible, and 
the design and build teams at Byce & Associates and Glas Associates for their 
excellent work and partnership with the Land Bank. 
 
Thank you for your interest in the work we are doing. We continue to believe this 
is important and necessary work that makes good use of public dollars. Finally, I 
offer my sincere gratitude for the board, staff, funders and the community who 
make all of this work happen. 
 
With Gratitude,

 
Mary Balkema
Chair, Board of Directors 
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THANK YOU!
We couldn’t continue 

repurposing, renewing and 
reconnecting vacant spaces 
in Kalamazoo without the 
Kalamazoo County Board 
of Commissioners, who so 

generously support the work 

of the Land Bank.

In 2015, the Land Bank moved our offices into Riverview Launch – a newly 
renovated community asset transformed from a blighted and foreclosed green-
house. While speaking about early work on this site, Gordon Evans of WMUK 
asked “Was your initial goal to take an impossible task and move it from impos-
sible to difficult?” 

This question is indicative of the challenges we face in Kalamazoo and in cities 
across the state that share a common legacy of blight. Residents on blocks with 
foreclosed and abandoned properties struggle with declining property values, 
health and safety issues, and trash dumping. Long abandoned commercial and 
industrial structures drain community confidence. At first glance, the task of 
creating something brighter from this legacy of decline often seems impossible. 

At the same time, academics, community activists, residents, business leaders, 
public sector leaders and non profits are talking now more than ever about 
what makes great urban places – places that inspire, promote the outdoors, and 
increase connectivity between and amongst the diverse set of people that make 
up communities.   

We are continuously reminded of the resilience and creativity of our community.  
When invited, hundreds have participated in transforming previously vacant 
spaces to community places while bringing their ideas, talents, time, leader-
ship, energy and enthusiasm. We have highlighted many of these stories in the 
annual report and extend our sincere thanks to a big-hearted community that 
makes all of this work possible.   

Best regards,

Kelly Clarke 
Executive Director

Kelly Clarke
Executive Director

STAFF

Michelle Tombro Tracy
Assistant Director

Sarah Frame
Communications, Operations 

& Grants Manager

Kenn Hartmann
Assets & Construction Manager

Karma Hassell
Program Coordinator

Tammy Lahman
Finance Manager

Amanda Wilholt
Administrative Assistant
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1523 Riverview Drive, Suite A
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

269.762.6191 
landbank@kalamazoolandbank.org
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In 2015, the Land Bank worked to repurpose vacant, 
abandoned, foreclosed, and blighted properties. A 
total of 49 properties were returned to productive use 
in 2015.

The Land Bank acquired 77 parcels through the tax 
foreclosure process in 2015, handled 20 Fair Market 
Value sales, 6 Non Profit sales, and 3 Quiet Title 
transactions.

Progress by the Numbers
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Kalamazoo County Tax Foreclosures & Acquisitions

Side Lot (20)

Fair Mkt. Value (20)

Non Profit (6)

Quiet Title (3)

Residential Vacant (273) 
 
Adopt-a-Lot (20) 

Commercial Improved (10) 
 
Commercial Vacant (6) 
 
Industrial Improved (4)

Industrial Vacant (10) 
 
Residential Improved (36) 
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Did You Know...?

Nearly half of all properties 
sold by the Land Bank since 

2010 are Side Lots
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Washington Square gained momentum in 2015 and is moving 
toward vibrancy once again thanks to the efforts of the Land 
Bank and our partners, who worked to bring empty spaces like 
the one at 1315 Portage Street back to active use. 

The Irving S. Gilmore Foundation supported the renovation 
of 1315 Portage Street, which enabled the opening of the 
Washington Square Market. This partnership with the People’s 
Food Co-op team gave artisans and local entrepreneurs a 
beautiful space to display and sell their goods, and room for 
performers like Rootead African Dance & Drums to showcase 
their talents. 

In 2016, the Land Bank and People’s Food Co-op team will be 
working together to transition the suite at 1315 Portage to a 
permanent tenant who will utilize the space for offices or a retail 
shop.  

Down a few doors from the Washington Square Market is 1301 
Portage, a cornerstone space that was once a bank, drug store, 
and host to numerous other businesses over the years. The once 
blighted facade received a makeover that was completed in 
2015, thanks to funding from the City of Kalamazoo. Exciting 
things are in store for this space in 2016, as the Land Bank and 
partners work to give it new life. 

Washington Square
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“The People’s Food Co-op team was excited about 
the possibilities for activating this space in 2015 and 
connecting the vendors we work with to a pop-up 
space for local artisans, right around the corner from the 
Kalamazoo Farmers’ Market. We can’t wait to see what’s 
next for Washington Square.“

— Chris Dilley  
General Manager, People’s Food Co-op

1315 PORTAGE - VACANT TO VIBRANT



2015 Annual ReportKalamazoo County Land Bank

Washington Square

5

Washington Square looked brighter in 2015 thanks 
to a fresh new streetscape, with overhead building 
lights, shop signs, and a more pedestrian-friendly 
street and sidewalk. The City of Kalamazoo repaved 
Portage Street and installed traffic calming measures 
to make it easier to walk and bike through the area. 

The Edison Neighborhood Association and Local 
Initiatives Support Corporation worked with the Land 
Bank and business owners in Washington Square to 
install new projecting signs that make the streetscape 
more cohesive, welcoming, and to mark the spot for 
visitors. 

“Community Promise opened its doors for the first time in Washington 
Square and is committed to this neighborhood. We have been actively 
involved in the various Art Hop events, joining the business community in 
welcoming people back to this area. As a financial organization that helps 
people who aren’t served by traditional banking institutions, we’ve seen the 
positive effects of community engagement in this neighborhood; it helps 
raise awareness of our services and brings people together to celebrate the 
changes happening here.”

— Angela Brown  
CEO, Community Promise Federal Credit Union

Washington Square rang in the 2015 holiday season with a 
collaborative Art Hop event, complete with lights, shopping, 
art, music and dance performances. Every business in the 
Square participated by hosting artists, musicians, or vendors. 
Tremolo Guitar Shop invited a jazz trio to play and hosted the 
youngest ever Art Hop artist, seven-year-old Lily Moaiery. 

The Edison Neighborhood Association opened a pop-
up thrift shop in a neighboring storefront that had been 
vacant. The shop volunteers decked the halls with lots of 
lights, ornaments and holiday cheer, creating a bright and 
welcoming space for neighborhood residents to find some 
gently used items, and explore Washington Square. 

BRIGHTENING THE STREETS

HOLIDAYS IN THE SQUARE

In May, August, October, and December of 2015, the 
Square was hopping with interesting activities, art, 
music, and crowds of people excited to join in. Art 
Hop in Washington Square brought everything from 
pumpkins and scarecrows to bagpipers, hula hoopers 
and unicycles to the formerly vacant spaces on this 
block. Activities ranged from the fun and silly, like riding 
in the Big Banana Car, to jamming with the soulful blues 
band, Groove Platter; Art Hop showcased the exciting 
energy that’s created when people come together to 
make something brighter in their neighborhood. 

ART HOP
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“Rootead had such a great 
time drumming and dancing at 
Washington Square, we were 
invited back two more times. 
We love to share African roots 
and culture with our community. 
We’re grateful for the opportunity 
to spread the love!”

— Kama Mitchell  
Rootead African Dance & Drumming

“We celebrated Edison Month in August with 
a full schedule of community-oriented activites, 
including Art Hop in Washington Square, and 
Saturdays in the Square events, which brought 
residents and visitors together to celebrate the 
amazing diversity and vibrancy of the Edison 
neighborhood.”

— Tammy Taylor, Executive Director 
Edison Neighborhood Association
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Riverview Launch

The grand opening of Riverview Launch in 
September was a joyful, fun-filled celebration of 
the the vision, the years of hard work, and the 
strength of the partnerships that have made this 
project successful. Over 250 people joined the 
party and explored the newly renovated spaces - 
indoors and out - that were made possible by the 
generosity of the donors on the opposite page, as 
well as the many volunteers who dug into the work 
of making this community place beautiful again. 

In June, the Land Bank and Open Roads moved 
into their new home at Riverview Launch, bringing 
new life to this formerly vacant space. In just three 
years, the community has rallied to volunteer their 
time and talent, participate by the hundreds in 
placemaking events, and raise over $1.9 million to 
make this a vibrant place called Riverview Launch.

NEW BEGINNINGS

SYCAMORE
Irving S. Gilmore Foundation
Kalamazoo Community  
  Foundation
Kalamazoo County
Kalamazoo County Land  
  Bank
Local Initiatives Support  
  Corporation
Michigan Economic      
  Development Corporation
Northwood Foundation
State of Michigan Land Bank
Stryker Johnston Foundation 

HERON
Chemical Bank Foundation
Consumers Energy     
  Foundation
Dorothy Dalton Foundation
Harold & Grace Upjohn  
  Foundation
Jim Gilmore, Jr. Foundation
Title-Check, LLC 
Tyler Little Family Foundation  
  & Borroughs Corp.

IRIS  
Briarwood Farm Foundation
The Burdick-Thorne     
  Foundation
Environmental Action Fund
Fabri-Kal Foundation
Fleis & VandenBrink
Glas Associates
Havirmill Foundation
The Home Depot
The H.P. & Genevieve  
   Connable Fund
InForm Architecture, LLC
Landscape Forms 
Tim & Joy Light
George & Clare Todd
Tom & Kristy VanderMolen

MONARCH 
A-1 Refrigeration
Byce & Associates
City of Kalamazoo
John Kittredge 
Michigan Municipal Risk  
  Management Authority
Naylor Landscape      
  Management 
OCBA Landscape     
  Architects 
Old National Bank     
  Foundation
Reliable Glass Installers
Roberts Commercial     
  Interiors
Spirit of Community     
  Environment Fund
Warner, Norcross & Judd 

PAINTED TURTLE 
Arcadia Brewing Company
Mary Balkema 
Larry Bell 
Fritz & Marisa Brown
Central Tile & Terrazzo
Kelly Clarke & Thomas  
  Crothers
Cutting Edge
Division 5 Metalworks
Division 7 Contractor
DLZ 
Douglas Plumbing
Envirologic Technologies
Esper Electric LTD
Becky & John Fulgoni
Handley’s Tree Service
Hazelhoff Builders 
Integrated Exteriors
Keystone Community Bank
Lam & Associates
McKinney Whitmore 
Newhouse Excavating
Old National Bank 
Martha Parfet
PMV Custom Finishes 

Marc Schupan
James & Lynn Spurr
Martha Todd
Chuck & Peggy Vliek 
Vliek Family Fund
Wolthuis Brothers Concrete

HONEY BEE 
Dale Abbott & Tomme Maile  
Anne Arbetter      
  Fischell & Family
Herb Ayres
BDO Accounting 
Mayor Bobby J. Hopewell 
Mike & Catie Boring
Josie Boucher
Sherwood & Kathryn     
  Boudeman
Matthew Burian & Karen  
  Mazei 
Kevin Davis 
Jim & Sherry DeDitius
Bob & Mary Doud 
Fran Dwight 
Kimberly Fletcher 
Matthew Fletcher
Samuel Fletcher 
Thomas M. & Sandra L.  
  George Family Fund
Jack & Martha Gesmundo
Chris & Jennifer Haenicke
Phil Harbert 
Jeff Hawkins 
Jim & Martha Hilboldt 
HRM Innovations
The Isacksen Family 
Pam & Mark Jackson 
Conrad Kaufman &     
  Rebecca Boase
Ian Kennedy 
Barbara Kreuzer 
Charles Kruizenga
Aaron & Elizabeth    
  Lane-Davies 
Brenda Longman
Nancy Malcomson   
  Connable Fund

Ken Peregon 
PlazaCorp Realty Advisors
Ronald Reid 
Betsy Rice
Willard Rose 
Todd & Amy Sanford
Sheri Smith Miller     
  Endowment Fund 
Carol Snapp 
Things of Steel 
Edie Todd & Esme    
  Doezema Todd
Chris Tracy & Michelle  
  Tombro Tracy
Amy Upjohn & Brad     
  VandenBerg
Perry & Anne Wolfe

FIREFLY 
James Balkema  
Amy Bruursema 
Anne & Tommy Crothers 
Maeve & Gus Crothers
Pat Crowley 
Melody Daacon 
Michelle Davis 
Michael DeDitius 
Karen A. Douglas 
Violet & Miles Drost     
  Eppinga 
Sarah Frame & Dan     
  Altenritter 
Karl Freed 
Philip Goff 
Darlene Gray 

Sharon Hunter 
Intentional Yoga 
Kathy Jennings 
Tammy & Jeff Lahman 
Brian Lam 
Paul & Elizabeth Lyke 
Gail Lyons 
Jamie McCarthy 
Parchment Garden Club 
Senator Margaret O’Brien 
Krysta Parmelee 
Marc Pineda 
Tom & Stephanie Renuart 
Robyn Richardson 
Kathy Roberts 
Pat Taylor 
Tammy Taylor 
Patricia Timmerman 
Robert & Patricia Townsend 
David Tunk 
Greg Vlietstra 
The Wester Family 
Stelle D’Oro Williams 
Holly Wolfe 
Laurel Wolfe 
Marjorie Wolfe 
Brian & Deb Wood 

 

RIVERVIEW LAUNCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

“Moving into Riverview Launch 
has increased our capacity to 
serve youth. In 2015, we were 
able to host over 160 kids at our 
new workshop space. Youth from 
surrounding neighborhoods 
attended weekly bike repair 
clinics, Earn-a-Bike programs, 
and Youth Advisory board meetings in our new 
space. We were even able to hire a youth Apprentice 
to help run our new retail shop! Finally having a 
permanent space has enabled us to host more 
community members as well as a growing staff and 
volunteer base. We are incredibly thankful to have a 
home at Riverview Launch.”

— Erin Denay, Executive Director, Open Roads

JOIN THE COMMUNITY 

You can still be a part of the Riverview Launch 
community by supporting this project!  

www.Fundly.com/Riverview-Launch
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Riverview Launch was alive with events ranging from 
the Grand Opening to the Kalamazoo Water Festival, 
which brought over 800 people to the site for fun and 
educational activities centered around the importance 
of our water resources. Hosted in partnership with 
the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council and the 
Kalamazoo County Drain Commissioner, Pat Crowley, 
the Water Festival was held on a bright Saturday in 
September. This event was a perfect realization of the 
vision for this site -  people and families from all over 
Kalamazoo enjoying the outdoors and each other in a 
beautiful, revitalized space. 

Pedal to Your Mat returned to Riverview Launch for 
the second year in a row, allowing over ninety people 
to enjoy an early morning bike ride on the KRVT and a 
refreshing yoga session on the lawn. 

Go Places also returned to Riverview in 2015 with 
a showing of the documentary “Landscapes of 
Longevity” and an in-depth discussion with the 
filmmakers Asa Eslocker and Harriett Jameson about 
the intersections between place and health. 

9

Riverview Launch

EVENTS

Did You Know...? 
 

Riverview Launch facilities are available for  
event rentals. Find out more at:  

www.RiverviewLaunch.com

Working with friends and partners in the Common Ground 
community gardening collaboration, the Land Bank helped 
organize the 2015 Plant Start Giveaway and Community Garden 
Tour. The Community Garden Shed kept busy with gardeners 
borrowing tools to use in creating and maintaining their gardens.

In May, the Kalamazoo Nature Center kicked off the Plant Start 
Giveaway by providing a wide variety of plant starts of heirloom 
tomatoes, peppers, herbs, and lettuce for sixteen gardeners to 
use in their community gardens around Kalamazoo. 

In July, twenty five people boarded a trolley and another 
fourteen set off on their bikes for the 4th Annual Community 
Garden Tour. The tour highlighted the hard work of community 
gardeners all over the area, from Fruit of the Vine, in Kalamazoo’s 
Vine neighborhood, to the Kfirst Community Garden in Portage. 
In its first three years, Kfirst’s team of volunteer gardeners have 
harvested over 12,000 lbs of fresh produce, which was donated 
to local ministries who serve people in need. 

COMMUNITY GARDENING

Common Ground

10
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The Side Lot Program gives neighbors and community members the 
opportunity to purchase vacant lots that result from recent demolitions. Since 
2010, 138 lots have been sold through the Side Lot program. In 2015, twenty 
lots were repurposed to expand yards, improve quality of life in Kalamazoo 
neighborhoods, and contribute to the tax base. 

11

Land Bank Programs

“I have big plans for this yard. After finishing the 
fence, I plan on putting in a nice lawn, flowers, and 
landscaping this area so my family can enjoy being 
outside and my daughter can play in a safe area.”

— Juan Nunez  
Edison Neighborhood Resident & Side Lot Owner

SIDE LOT

ADOPT-A-LOT
Adopt-a-lots are vacant land leased to a neighbor or community group 
who agrees to care for the land, and in return uses the lot to create 
a garden or enjoy more green space in their neighborhood. In 2015, 
twenty vacant lots were adopted out for community or individual use, 
reducing the burden of maintenance on the Land Bank, and allowing 
neighbors to make vacant spaces in their community a little brighter. 

The Ranney-Orborne garden is an Adopt-a-lot in the Vine neighborhood, 
brought back to life in 2015 as a part of the revitalization efforts of a 
group who have worked to make an positive impact in a targeted section 

“The Ranney-Osborne resident action group, initiated by Building Blocks of Kalamazoo, has sustained resident-driven 
development efforts since 2012. We’ve found that energetic and collaborative efforts between residents and agencies 
within a neighborhood are linked to sustainable improvements in the quality of neighborhood life. We are excited, 
inspired, and encouraged by the work of groups such as Ranney-Osborne and hope to continue similar initiatives in 
Kalamazoo.”

— Carrie Drake, Executive Director, Building Blocks of Kalamazoo

RESPONSIBLE DISPOSITION

The Land Bank had thirty six vacant homes in its inventory in 2015, many of 
which needed significant investments to become liveable again. In order to 
keep these properties from continuing the cycle of blight and decline, the Land 
Bank sells the houses through the Responsible Disposition program to buyers 
who have shown they have the capacity and a solid plan to revitalize the home. 
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3521 Duke Street has seen a lot of changes over the 
past year. This property was tax foreclosed in 2012 
and became a rental property until it was sold through 
the Land Bank’s Responsible Disposition program in 
2015. The purchaser, Scott Shepard, invested over 
$30,000 for interior renovations to every room in the 
house. He sold this freshly rehabbed home within six 
months to a first time homeowner.

“I saw potential in this property and was happy to have 
the opportunity to make this a house a home that’s 
an asset to the South Westnedge neighborhood. I’m 
already making plans with the Land Bank for my next 
project house.“

— Scott Shepard  

Cesar and Angelica Garcia purchased a house on 
Courtlandt Street, on Kalamazoo’s northeast side, through 
the Responsible Disposition program in 2014. They were 
ready to make it into their dream home, and have spent 
the past year rebuilding and transforming it from broken to 
beautiful. It’s hard to recognize the home now, since they 
added a second story, took down the dilapidated garage, 
and completely renovated it, inside and out. Without 
the Garcia’s hard work and willingness to see potential 
in a rough exterior, this house might still be blighted and 
vacant, instead of the wonderful home they created.  



2015 Annual ReportKalamazoo County Land Bank

The Land Bank remains committed to reducing blight 
in Kalamazoo County, which helps prevent property 
value decline in surrounding homes, reduces health and 
safety risks to residents, and improves quality of life 
in struggling neighborhoods. In 2015, the Land Bank 
participated for the third year in a partnership between 
local governments in Kalamazoo County. Tax foreclosed 
properties that were blighted were demolished, with 

funding coming in equal parts from the Kalamazoo 
County Treasurer and the property’s municipality. 
The Land Bank joined this partnership to manage the 
demolition process. Sixteen blighted properties were 
demolished in 2015 thanks to this local collaboration. 
An additional thirteen demolitions were funded by 
the Kalamazoo County Treasurer, bringing the total to 
twenty nine unsafe structures demolished in 2015.
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Blight Elimination

Kalamazoo County and Cooper Township participated in a 50/50 
partnership to fund the demolition of this blighted home on Colby 
Ave. The Land Bank managed the demolition of this building, and 

sold the vacant lot to a neighbor through the Side Lot program.

1787 Colby, Cooper Township

910 Staples, City of Kalamazoo
This burned out home in Kalamazoo’s Northside neighborhood was 
demolished in 2015 in partnership with the Kalamazoo County Treasurer. 
The vacant lot was then sold to neighbor Rosalinda Olivarez through the 
Land Bank’s Side Lot Program. 

“The Kalamazoo County Land Bank is an awesome partner 
serving the Kalamazoo community.  We work side by side 
with the Land Bank and Treasurer on 50/50 cost sharing in the 
elimination of blighted properties, improving the quality of life 
for the people in our Kalamazoo Strong community!”

— Jeff Sorensen, Cooper Charter Township Supervisor

Prairie Gardens
PHASE II

In 2014, the Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority awarded $1.4 million to the Land Bank for 
development of Phase II of Prairie Gardens, a senior 
housing development on Blakeslee Street in Kalamazoo’s 
Fairmount neighborhood. This area once held a long-
vacant Tuberculosis Sanitarium, an unsafe structure that 
attracted crime to the neighborhood. It was demolished 
through a partnership with the City of Kalamazoo and 
Western Michigan University. The Land Bank completed 
Phase I in 2013; fourteen senior residents, 55 and older, 
moved into their newly-built accessible and affordable 
homes. Throughout 2015, the Land Bank worked with 
construction managers, Byce & Associates and builders, 
Glas Associates, to complete five additional 1 or 2 
bedroom, cottage-style duplexes. In total, there are now 
twenty four units, and the newest residents have been 
welcomed into the Prairie Gardens community. 

“For 53 years, I lived and raised a family in my 
house on Douglas Street, just a few blocks 
away from here. It was time to say goodbye 
to the house, but I wanted to stay in this 
neighborhood that has been my home for 
so long. After two years on the waiting list, 
I was thrilled to find out I would get to live 
at Prairie Gardens. It’s such a quiet, beautiful 
place, and I feel lucky to have the chance to 
make a new home here.”

— LaVonna Trowbridge 
Prairie Gardens Resident
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Thank You Partners!
2015 LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

5/3 Bank

Pitsch Companies 

PNC Bank 

The Leadership Circle is a  
dedicated group of civic-minded 

businesses that support the Land Bank’s 
mission to create vibrant communities.

COMMUNITY/ EVENT 
VOLUNTEERS & OTHER 
PARTNERS
Dale Abbott & Tomme  
  Maile  
Bellydance Kalamazoo 
BenJammin Educational  
  Music 
BDO Volunteers 
Better Than Cake 
Angela Brown
Tom Brown
Byce & Associates  
Ursula Chapman
City of Kalamazoo Parks  
  & Recreation 
Coffee Rescue 
Community Promise     
  Federal Credit Union 
Lydia Cook 
Crepes by the Lakes 
Crescendo Fiddlers 
Cutting Edge 
Diva of DomesticaShon 
Fran Dwight Photography  
Holly Eakes 
Fresh Food Fairy 
Ilse Gebhard 
Glas Associates 
Mason Gordon 
Calvin Green 
Groove Platter 
Howard’s Party Store 
Improv Effects
Intrepid Professional     
  Group 
Pam Jackson
Jaqua Realtors 
Jersey Giant SUBS! 
James Jones 
Kalamazoo College     
  Student Volunteers 
Kalamazoo County Drain   
  Commissioner 
Kalamazoo County Parks  
  & Recreation 
Kalamazoo Department  
  of Public Safety 
Conrad Kaufman 
K-D Sales 
Ryan Koziatek 

La Guatemalteca Tacos 
Monique Lisowski
Main Street East
Mamaleelu Coffee 
James McKee 
Michigan State Housing  
  Development Authority
Michigan Statewide LISC  
  AmeriCorps 
Millennium Restaurant  
  Group
Lily Moaiery 
MSU Extension Master   
  Gardeners 
Naylor Landscape      
  Management
Ian Nielson 
The Northern Fires  
OCBA Landscape     
  Architects 
Jenn Park
Pfizer Volunteers 
Alyssa Prince
River Street Flowerland 
Rootead African Drum &  
  Dance 
Chuck & Kathy Ryzenga 
Roger & Ryan Schmidt 
Sheila Shubnell 
Singh Cruisin’ Cuisine 
Sloppy’s Food Truck 
Soil Friends Farm 
Soul Springs     
  Permaculture 
Kallerine Strazdas 
Stryker Volunteers 
Stumbling Grace Farms
Matthew Tanksley 
Kristie & Daniel Tellier 
Too Clean 
Tree of Life School 
Tremolo Guitar Shop 
Trybal Revival Gardens
Van Kal Permaculture 
Scarlet & Olivia Vasquez 
Jean Walker 
Washington Square Market 
Greg Wells 
Wenke Greenhouses 
Linda Whitlock 
Wild Ones - Kalamazoo  

  Area Chapter 
Tammy Wilson
Deb & Loretta Yoder 
Zia Dolci Kalamazoo

RIVERVIEW LAUNCH  
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
CABINET
Matthew Burian (co-chair)
Josie Boucher
Kelly Clarke
Becky Fulgoni
Chris Haenicke
Jeff Hawkins
Phillip Heasley
Ian Kennedy
Jerome Kisscorni
John Kittredge (co-chair)
Ken Peregon
Dave Rachowicz
Lynn Spurr
Tim Surprise
Martha Todd
Perry Wolfe (chair)

Advisory Panel
Mary Balkema
Pat Crowley 
Mayor Bobby Hopewell
Ronald Reid
Bill Rose
Chris Tracy
Chuck Vliek

MUNICIPAL PARTNERS  
City of Kalamazoo
City of Parchment
City of Portage 
Comstock Township
Cooper Township  
Kalamazoo County 
Kalamazoo Township 
Oshtemo Township
Schoolcraft Township
Texas Township 
Village of Climax
Village of Schoolcraft 
Village of Vicksburg

VIBRANT KALAMAZOO  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mary Balkema, Chair 
Kelly Clarke, Ex-Officio 
Becky Fulgoni 
Heather Isch 
Paul Valentin 
Andy Wilkerson

NON-PROFIT &  
FOUNDATION 
PARTNERS
Boys & Girls Clubs of  
  Greater Kalamazoo 
Building Blocks of     
  Kalamazoo
CEDAM
Center for Community  
  Progress 
Eastside Neighborhood 
  Association 
Edison Neighborhood 
  Association 
Fair Food Matters 
Fire Historical & Cultural  
  Arts Collaborative 
Friends of the KRVT
Irving S. Gilmore     
  Foundation 
Jim Gilmore, Jr. Foundation 
Kalamazoo Arts Council
Kalamazoo Community  
  Foundation  
Kalamazoo Nature Center 
Kazoo School
Kalamazoo Neighborhood  
  Housing Services
Kalamazoo Valley Habitat   
  for Humanity 
Local Initiatives Support  
  Corporation

Michigan Association of  
  Land Banks 
Michigan Land Bank Fast   
  Track Authority
Michigan Municipal League
Northside Neighborhood  
  Association 
Kalamazoo County MSU      
  Extension  
Kalamazoo County Parks     
  Foundation 
Kalamazoo Farmers     
  Market  
Kalamazoo Public Library    
Kalamazoo River     
  Watershed Council 
Kalamazoo Valley     
  Community College 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church
National Community   
  Stabilization Trust 
Northside Ministerial  
  Alliance
Open Roads
People’s Food Co-op 
Pretty Lake Camp 
Stuart Area Restoration  
  Association 
Urban Alliance 
Vine Neighborhood     
  Association
Volunteer Kalamazoo

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Repurpose. Renew. Reconnect.
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       Charter 

Township  
              of Kalamazoo 
 
  
TO: Kalamazoo Township Board   
FROM: Supervisor Ronald E. Reid 
RE: Sale of property at 2105 North Burdick Street 
DATE: 20 April 2016 
 
 
Attached is an email from Jeff Chrystal of Signatures Associates with a proposed listing 
agreement for 2105 North Burdick Street. 
 
I have asked George to verbally report to you at Monday night’s meeting the history of 
the property and answer any questions. 
 
The proposed lease agreement has been reviewed by your attorney and found to be 
acceptable. Our attorney reminded me that the Board must authorize by resolution (and a 
roll call vote) the sale of any and all township real estate. 
 
I recommend that a motion be made to adopt the following resolution: 
 
Resolved, that the Charter Township Board of Trustees authorize the sale of 2105 North 
Burdick Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan and further approve entering into a listing 
agreement with Signatures Associates to accomplish the sale of the property at 2105 
North Burdick Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
 
 
 
 



From: Jeff Chrystal [mailto:jchrystal@signatureassociates.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2016 6:59 AM 
To: Ron Reid <supervisor@ktwp.org> 
Cc: George Cochran <treasurer@ktwp.org> 
Subject: 2105 N. Burdick 
 
Good Morning Ron and George, 
 
Attached is the Listing Agreement for the property on Burdick Street.  Please note that after some further 
thought, I have priced it at $67,500 to be more marketable.  Therefore, we aren’t stretching for absolute 
top dollar and may miss some opportunities to sell the property. 
 
As per our conversation, if you want to exclude any parties from the listing, please let me know. 
 
Please call if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Good luck today with your conversations with Georgia Pacific. I am still having trouble with getting access 
to the Georgia Pacific site.  I could not get that key to open any of the locks.  I will drop the key off 
sometime later today.  Maybe then you might be able to give me some feedback from your conversation 
with GP. 
 
 
Jeff Chrystal 
Associate Broker  
 
d:   1 (269) 569 8619 
m:  1 (269) 207 5431 
e:   jchrystal@signatureassociates.com 
 
SIGNATURE ASSOCIATES 
950 Trade Centre Way, Suite 140, Kalamazoo, MI 49002, USA 
 
 

mailto:jchrystal@signatureassociates.com
mailto:supervisor@ktwp.org
mailto:treasurer@ktwp.org
mailto:jchrystal@signatureassociates.com


COMM
ALLIANC E

ERCIAL
CF

SALE AGENCY AGREEMENT
(PROPERTTES FOR SALE)

CONSIDERATION AND TERMS OF CONTRACT. ln consideration of Broker's agreement to list the real Premises and all equipment, fixtures, and/or
personal property appurtenant to and currently used in connection with the improvements thereon except office furniture and office equipment described
below in the Commercial Alliance of REALTORS@ Multiple Listing Service (hereinafter "MLS") and to pay the fee therefore and to cause the listing
information to be distributed to the participating members in the MLS and in further consideration of Broker's agreement to use Broker's

best effort to find a Buyer, Seller nereby grants Siqnature Assoicates . the Broker,

from April 20, 2016 (date) to 12:00 midnight on April 20.2017 (date) the exclusive irrevocable

right and privilege to sell the Premises located in the n City X Township ! Village of Kalamazoo

Kalamazoo County, Michigan, commonly known as: 2105 N. Burdick
and legally described as:

PP# 06-10-190-022 . Seller understands that any real estate agents who show the property may not be

actinrshouldnotdiscloseconfidentialinformationtoanysalespersonthatSellerwouldnot
disclose to a Buyer.
Approx. lot size and/or acreage: 1.26 acres
Approx. building square footage offered: 4 714

PRICE, TERMS AND BROKERAGE FEE. Seller agrees to sell the Premises for the sum $ 67,500 ;

payable as follows (terms of purchase shall be as indicated by'X" below; check all that apply):

X CASH E NTwMoRTGAGE E MoRTGAGEASSUMPTION tr ASSIGNMENTOFLANDCONTRACT

E oTHER- please specifu;

tr LAND CONTRACT. The Buyer shall pay the full purchase price to the Seller pursuant to the terms and conditions stated in the Commercial Alliance
of REALTORS@ Land Contract or a Purchase Money Mortgage. The Land Contract shall provide a down payment of

and payment ofthe balance $ in installments of

per or more, at Buyer's option, including interest at the rate of

@;f'ii:il:i}:"#;.""j'1;:lTH:H}:;[T:'"f#.::lJT'i,jfi:?f:iHj;l"*E:j"jil;*,.ffif:t":iJTifi;
liability that Seller may have under the mortgage(s) to which the Premises are subject, unless othenrise agreed to by the lender or required
by law or regulation.

OR with Seller's consent for a lesser sum or other terms, WHICH PRICE INCLUDES ALL ENCUMBRANCES, TAXES, ASSESSMENTS, AND
BALANCES OWING ON ALL EQUIPMENT. The term "sale" shall be deemed to include any direct or indirect exchange, trade, or transfer of any direct
or indirect interest in the above-listed Premises to which Seller consents, or the exchange, trade or transfer of a controlling interest in any entity with an
interest in the Premises. The term "Premises" shall be deemed to include the above-listed Premises and any direct or indirect interest therein. ln the
event of a sale, if applicable, Seller will convey, or agree in writing to convey by warranty deed, a good and marketable title to said Premises to the
Buyer thereof. Further, Seller will furnish a policy of title insurance.

Seller agrees to pay Broker a brokerage tee ot Eiiqht (8%) Percent of the sales price due and payable if: there is a sale or trade by Broker
or by Seller or anyone else during the listing period (including sales occurring after the listing period pursuant to options granted or contracts executed
during the listing period); or a prospective Buyer ready, willing and able to purchase the Premises on the terms specified herein or other terms
accefitable to Sitter is p'roduced by Broker or iny ageni or person during the listing period; or there is a sale within 12 months afler
expiration of the listing period (including sales pursuant to options granted or contracts executed within that period following expiration) to a Buyer who
had been introduced to or provided information regarding the Premises during the listing period by Broker or Seller or any other agent or person, except
that this provision shall not apply if the Premises is sold pursuant to a valid listing agreement entered into with another member of an Association of
REALTORS subsequent to the expiration of the listing period of this agreement.

The brokerage fee may be shared by the Broker with any cooperating broker who participates in the sale per the following compensation schedule:

Subaqent (of the Seller) Four (4%) Percent of the sale price or euyers ngent Four (4%) Percent of the sale price or
Transaction Coordinator N/A of the sale price. Participation in the MLS requires cooperation with at least one type of
relationship as listed above.-
lf, during the listing period, the Premises is leased by Broker or Seller or anyone else, or if within N/A months after the expiration of said
period, a lease is made to any person who has been iniroduced to or provided information regarding the property during said listing period by

Broker or Seller or anyone else, Seller agrees to pay Broker a brokerage fee of N/A of the total Rent and/or other
consideration paid, except that this provision shall not apply if the Premises is leased pursuant to a valid listing agreement entered into with another
member of an Association of REALTORS subsequent to the expiration of the listing period of this agreement. The total brokerage fee owed pursuant to
this Paragraph shall be paid upon execution of a lease for the Premises, renewal brokerage fees shall be paid upon tenant's exercise of renewal option.

Brokerage fees shall not be otherwise affected by a later breach or termination of such lease by Landlord or Tenant. This brokerage fee shall be paid in

full promptly after it is earned, but not later than any applicable closing.

Seller represents and warrants that: (i) there are no obligations to pay brokerage fees to any percon or entity except as specified in this Agreement; and

(ii) there are no rights of first refusal or options to lease or purchase applicable to the Premises. lf these representations and warranties prove to be

inaccurate, no such obligation shall diminish the obligation to pay the brokerage fee specified herein. Seller and Broker agree that Broker shall be

entitled to payment of reasonable attorney's fees and costs incurred by Broker to collect any commission owed under the terms of this Agreement.
Seller agrees that interest shall accrue, and be paid to Broker, at highest rate allowed by law on any unpaid balance, compounded monthly until paid.

ProperryAddress 2105 N. BUrdick
@ Copyright Commercial Alliance of REALTORS@,2015/2016
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5.

REFERRAL. Seller agrees to refer to Broker all inquiries received concerning the Premises during the period of this listing.

INDEMNIFICATION. Seller shall indemnify and hold Broker and Broker's agents and subagents harmless from any and all liability for any reason as a

result of injury to a person(s) or damage oi loss to Premises arising out of a showing of the Premises pursuant to this listing.

OPTIONS. ln the event Seller grants an option to purchase or lease the property, other than an option which is part of a lease, Seller agrees that the

iunning of the term of this lisiing shall automatically be suspended for the duration of the option and, upon the expiration of the option, shall

automatically recommence and co-ntinue for the remainder of said term so that the listing period before and after the option will total the original term of

this listing.

POSSESSION. Possession to be given
tenants, if any.

_ subject to rights of

Z. MARKETING. Broker is hereby authorized to photograph the Premises and publish pictures, place a marketing sign on said Premises and to remove all

other marketing signs. Brokei is also authorized to have access to said Premises and all parts thereof for the purposes of showing same at reasonable

hours and to promote the Premises in any media it deems necessary"

g. OFFERS. Broker shall present all offers to Seller unless otherwise agreed in writing with Broker, except for an accepted offer that prohibits solicitation or

consideration of other offers during the period that the resulting Purchase Agreement is in effect.

g. PRICE AND TERMS. Seller acknowledges that the purchase price will be disclosed by the Commercial Alliance of REALTORS@ in the ordinary conduct

of its business.

10. NON-DISCRIMINATION. Broker and seller acknowledge that discrimination because of religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, marital status,

disability, or familial status in connection with the offer, sale or lease of the real estate is prohibited by law.

1 j. HEIRS AND SUCCESSORS. This contract binds Seller, Broker, their personal representatives and heirs, and anyone succeeding to their interest in the

property.

12. COST OF SERVICES OF PRODUCTS OBTAINED FROM OUTSIDE SOURCES. Broker will not obtain or order products or services from outside

sources (e.g. surveys, environmental tests, title insurances, inspections, etc.) without the prior consent of Client, and Client agrees to pay all costs of

products or services obtained.

13. ATTORNEY,S FEES. ln the event of litigation arising from the failure or alleged failure of either party to perform its obligations under this Agreement,

the party prevailing in that litigation (including appeals of all levels) shall be entitled to collect its court costs and reasonable attomeys' fees incurred in

connectioh with suih litigation from the other party. The provisions of this Section shall survive Closing or termination of this Agreement.

14. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. Broker acknowledges that Seller may disclose confidential information to Broker in connection with performance of

services under this Agreement, and Broker agrees topreserve such information in confidence and not to disclose any such information to the detriment

of Seller in connection with any transaction described herein. Similarly, Seller acknowledges that Broker may have received confidential information in

the past from a party on the opposite side of a proposed transaction with Seller, and Seller agrees that Broker's faithful maintenance of such

information in confidence will not be a breach of any duty to Seller.

1S. ENVIRONMENTAL DISCLOSURE. Michigan environmental law provides that a person who has knowledge that his/her real property is a'Tacility" may

not transfer an interest in that real property (including by sale or lease) unless the person provides written notice to the purchaser or lessee. The notice

should state that the real property is a facilty and disclose the general nature and extent of the release of contamination. A "facility" is any property

where contamination in excess oi certain concentrations has been released or otheruise exists. An owner should seek legal and technical counsel

from experienced professionals if the owner is concerned whether their property is a facility.

16. OTHER CONDITIONS.
Purchase price does not include contents

17. MISCELLANEOUS. This contract contains all of the terms and conditions of the Agreement between the parties with respect to its subject matter, and

there are no representations, wananties, conditions, or promises except those expressly set for in this contract. This contract may be modified only by a.

writing signed by the parties. lf Seller is an entity, the undersigned represents that he/she has the legal authority to execute this instrument on behalf of

the S;llei and that Seller has full power and auihority to entei into and perform this contract including the conveyance of title as specified. Each of the

undersigned individuals who have signed this instrument on behalf of Seller represent and warrant that he/she is authorized to sign this instrument on

benaff Jf such party and to bind such party to the requirements of this instrument. Seller hereby acknowledges receipt of a completed copy of this

6. lmmediatc

contract. This Agreement shall be govemed by Michigan law.

Seller acknowledges that if a commission is owed under
agreement.

Listed by: Signature Associates
Broker

Through
Agent

O copyright Commercial Alliance ot REALTORS@,2015/2016
Revision Dab:05/15

a prior agreemen! execution of this agreement will not eliminate the prior

SELLER

rntity: Charter Township of Kalamazoo

(Note: Please sign as you wish your nameto appear on he fnal documenb.)

Printed Name of Signatory:

Its:

By:

Entity:

By:

Its:

(Note: Please sign as you wish your name to appear on he fnal papere.)

Printed Name of Signatory:

Type of Ownership: n Sole n Joint E other
(Please specify)

l
)
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       Charter 

Township  
              of Kalamazoo 
 
  
TO: Kalamazoo Township Board   
FROM: Supervisor Ronald E. Reid 
RE: Attorney Conflict of Interest Understanding 
DATE: 20 April 2016 
 
 
Attached is a conflict of interest recognition and waiver that our law firm, Bauckham, 
Sparks, Thall, Seeber and Kaufman has prepared, stating our understanding, in situations 
where the firm may be representing other township clients at the same meeting(s). 
 
The genesis of the request is a “growing pain” matter with the Kalamazoo Area Building 
Authority (KABA). Oshtemo Township is considering options to sever its relationship 
with KABA. Other members of KABA – Comstock, Cooper & Kalamazoo may require 
legal assistance with this potential transition. 
 
I am comfortable that with the high ethical standards of the firm, we are well served to 
agree to waive any conflict of interest arising out of, and that we will not object to, their 
representation of each municipality in the matter described above.   
 
I recommend that a motion be adopted to authorize the Supervisor’s signature on the 
conflict of interest recognition and waiver form. 
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CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

RECOGNITION AND WAIVER 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF KALAMAZOO 

KALAMAZOO COUNTY, MICHIGAN  
 

 
Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber and Kaufman (“BSTSK”) is pleased to act 
as general counsel for the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, for the Charter 
Township of Comstock, and for several other municipal entities in 
Kalamazoo and surrounding counties.  The firm also provides ordinance 
enforcement legal support to some Kalamazoo and surrounding county 
municipal entities.    
 
Although the interests of the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, the Charter 
Township of Comstock and the other municipal entities served by BSTSK, 
are generally consistent, it is recognized and understood that differences 
may exist or become evident during the course of our representation.  
Notwithstanding these possibilities, the Charter Township of Kalamazoo, 
by and through its Board of Trustees, has determined that it is in the best 
interests of the Township to continue BSTSK’s representation of the 
Township of Kalamazoo in a matter involving a potential disruption of a 
joint municipal undertaking in Kalamazoo County, at least until such time 
as it is apparent that the interests of the mutual clients are at such a 
differential as to require BSTSK to withdraw from representation of both 
clients.    
 
Accordingly, this confirms the agreement of the Charter Township of 
Kalamazoo and the execution of a mirror agreement by the Charter 
Township of Comstock that BSTSK may represent each of them in the 
identified matter so long as the interests of these entities do not conflict 
with each other or in such a matter as to cause BSTSK to withdraw from 
representation of both clients.  In such event, BSTSK will notify both clients 
that it must withdraw from representation of both and advise each to seek 
independent special legal counsel  for that matter until it is concluded.  It is 
understood that notwithstanding any conflict for which withdrawal may 
become necessary, BSTSK shall remain general legal counsel to both 
entities.      
 
This will also confirm that the Charter Township of Kalamazoo and the 
Charter Township of Comstock have each agreed to waive any conflict of 
interest arising out of, and that it will not object to, our representation of 
each municipality in the matter described herein.   
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It is further understood and agreed that BSTSK may freely convey 
necessary information provided to us by one client to the other, and that 
there will be no information that is not subject to disclosure to the other 
client unless both of you expressly agree to the contrary.   
 
If you need to edit the terms of this letter, or wish to discuss any related 
issues, please contact us at your earliest convenience.  However, if you 
agree that the foregoing accurately reflects our understanding, please sign 
and return  a copy of this letter.       
 
 
Date: _______________   ___________________________ 
      Charter Township of Kalamazoo 
      By: Ronald E. Reid, Supervisor  
 
 
 
Acknowledged by:  
 
 
Date: ______________   ____________________________ 
      Bauckham, Sparks, Thall, Seeber 
      & Kaufman, PC  
      By: Roxanne C. Seeber, Attorney 
    





































Date: April 20, 2016 
To: Supervisor Ronald E. Reid, Police Commissioner & the Charter Township of Kalamazoo 

Board of Trustees 
From: Police Chief Tim Bourgeois 
Re: Service officer  
 
Information 
We are in the final part of our hiring process for a non-sworn part-time service officer to 
replace one who left.  The candidate is currently undergoing a background investigation.  We 
anticipate completing the process prior to the next board meeting.  We are requesting approval 
to hire pending successful completion of the background investigation and physical 
examination.  We will provide the candidate’s name to the Board when the process is complete. 
 
Request 
For the Charter Township of Kalamazoo to authorize the chief of police to hire a candidate for 
the open non-sworn part-time service officer position pending successful completion of a 
background investigation and physical examination. 



 
 

1 

       Charter 

Township  
              of Kalamazoo 
 
  
TO: Kalamazoo Township Board   
FROM: Supervisor Ronald E. Reid 
RE: ERACCE Training Opportunities 
DATE: 19 April 2016 
 
 
Attached is information about workshops available from Eliminating Racism & 
Claiming/Celebrating Equality (ERRACE) for the balance of 2016. ERACCE offers a 
2.5-day Understanding & Analyzing Systemic Racism Workshop (May 12-14, September 
22-24, & December 1-3) and its 1-day Introduction to Systemic Racism Workshop 
(August 18 & October 15). Registration for the 2.5-day event is $425 and the 1-day event 
is $150.  
 
Board member participation in one of these workshops implements a component of the 
strategy to educate the board on diversity as part of Goal 4 (Diverse and inclusive 
neighborhoods and governmental services) of our 2015 Strategic Plan.  
 
The ERACCE staff do not recommend only one person from an organization attend the 
2.5-day workshop alone. Having two or more people attend together adds to the dynamic 
nature of the workshop. Trustee Goodacre and I attended the 2.5-day Understanding & 
Analyzing Systemic Racism Workshop last year. 
 
It is recommended that a motion be adopted to authorize board members to participate 
and register for at least one ERACCE workshop during 2016.  
 
 



Training - ERACCE

ilAr*ffi:
H()ME ()UR F()CUS TRAINING EVENT CALENDAR RES()URCTS WHO WE ARE

Understanding, Analyzing ru
and Dismantling Systemic Racism.

TTAINING "ERACCE training

invited me to explore

racialization in my ouun

life and realize it

affects us all."

To learn more about our

trainings, check out our

,::,.::.:':l:::,i: ,:,,.:,: ,: T0 See

our upcoming training

events, please visit our

1.1111;l:.,..,' ,... lf y0Uf

organization is

interested in hosting or

participating in

training please

,:. for additional

information.

ERACCE sponsors and hosts quarterly regional 2.5-day

Understanding and Analyzing Systemic Racism workshops (see

description below) in Kalamazoo, Ml. To attend one of these

workshops, please see 0ur upcoming training details and dates. This

workshop, like all other workshops below, can be sponsored by and

tailored for specilic institutions.

A team consisting of one Person of Color and one White Person

facilitates all tRACCt trainings, as 0ur experience reveals that a

mixed-race training team creates a safe and more liberating space

for participants. We also strive to maintain gender balance between

co-facilitators when possible.

ERACCE utilizes gr0up a facilitation/presentation approach that

includes interactive discussion, small group discussions, multi-

sensory engagement, reflection, and video.

Allworkshops are conducted in an atmosphere of mutual respect,

caring and safety, and are not based on confrontation, guilt, blame,

http : //www. e r ac c e. or g/ tr ainingl
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41191201610:17 AM



Training - ERACCE

oriudgment.

The participant cap for allworkshops is 45, however, in our

experience 30-35 participants allows for a balanced and fully

participatory experience for everyone.

Most workshops are available bilingually - Spanish/English. -'
, ', r to learn more.

lfifilRKSH*rS

Critical Cultural Competency Workshop'l day

This one-day workshop is designed to help participants create the

spaces to be self-reflective about our cultural shaping as individuals

and institutions, understand the power dynamics in society that

impact us, develop the skills to interrupt old patterns and

inequitable practices that limit access and exclude some people

from our institutions, build trust and clear communication, and

begin to understand how to make decisions based on multiple

perspectives where all people can be heard and represented. View

0u[ : :,,..,,,r ',,',: ':],', for all upcoming Critical Cultural Competency

Workshops.

lntroduction to Systemic Racism Workshop-l day

This one-day training for those who understand multicultural

diversity, but are not yet familiar with systemic racism. This

workshop is helpful for beginning the development of a common

language necessary for having productive conversations about race

and systemic racism. View our ::' ':: :. i -:,,.:i'.,,:' for all upcoming

lntroduction to Systemic Racism Workshops.

Understanding & Analyzing Systemic Racism

lAlorkshop - 2.5 days

http : / / w w w. er ac c e. or g/ tr ainingl

Stay informed with ERACCE

E.NEWS!

SUBSCRIBE

fv
;E*r$ ,EBSCE, E*tmer@i

===* S3likffi

nArH ERACCE, Eliminating

=s: and Claiming/Celebrl
Equality
April 16 at 9:41pm

"Maybe you can't change the wl'

maybe rigid curricula and standa

have your hands tied, but, as so

teachers showed me, reading a

a long way."

You like this

2of5 41191201610:17 AM



Training - ERACCE

The purpose of this ERACCE-hosted, Crossroads-facilitated training

event is to provide an 0pp0rtunity for the participants to develop

shared language for talking effectively about systemic racism,

explore an introductgry analysis of systetmic racism, and examine

basic strategies for dismantling racism within their organization.

This in.depth workshop includes discussion of the socio-historic

development of institutional racism;the definition of racism, how

racism and racist institutionalvalues have been Iegally codified and

institutionally perpetuated throughout U.S. history; how racism

manifests on individual, cultural, and institutional levels and how

long-term organizing informed by antiracist values can Iay the path

toward institutional antiracist transformation. View 0uI :: .:':

, : :::,'i' for all upcomingAnalyzingand UnderstandingSystemic

Racism.

lntroduction to Food Justice Workshop - l day

0ne-day training for those who want to explore their understanding

of the connections between food justice, the food system, systemic

racism and oppression, and antiracism. View our for

all upcoming Introduction to Food Justice Workshops.

I ntroduction to Anti'bias, Antiracism [ducation

Workshop - 1 day

0ne-day workshop that provides an introductory process for

developing greater understanding and awareness of how systemic

racism and bias affect children and youth. This workshop will

introduce the four goals of anti-bias and anti'racism OBAR)

education and look at some basic steps to bring these goals into

classrooms and schools. View our ::.:: for all upcoming

lntroduction to Anti-bias, Antiracism [ducation Workshops.

Anti-Bias, Antiracism [ducation Workshop $BAR]- l0

day

http : / I w w w. er ac c e. or y' tr aining/

3 of 5
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Training - 
ERACCE

The 10-day Anti-Bias, Antiracism [ducation 0rganizing Workshop

hBAm is designed to develop educator capacity to create ABAR

classroom and school spaces and integrate ABAR goals into their

curriculum and pedagogica! practices. The ABAR workshop builds

upon a systemic analysis of racism and fudher develops this

analysis in the context of our education system. Specific focus is

given to racism's impact on teaching and Iearning the development

of racial identity and prejudice, and how we can effectively interrupt

and transform the production of racialized inequality as transacted

through our schools. Participants will have the opportunity to learn

from and connect with regional and national leaders in the

movement for ABAR educationa! transformation. View our'::11;1,

:,..:ri.:::::ri for all upcoming lntroduction to Anti-bias, Antiracism

Education Workshops.

TTAM I}I\JTLOPMENT

Antiracism Transformation Team Development

Because racism is a systemic problem structured into institutions,

the antidote needs to be structured into institutions as well. As such,

ERACCE, in partnership with Crosssroads,offers an innovative

pr0cess for creating Antiracism Teams made up of institutional

leaders, employees, and other stakeholders. This strategy is

recommended for institutions committed to longterm

transformation with a vision 15-30 years into the future. Teams

receive training to organize inside their institutions, working to

shape awareness of systemic racism and identifying internal

barriers to change. They then 6eate strategies to dismantle racism

on all levels, help develop a new cultural identity based on antiracist

values, and redesign structures that share power in ways

accountabte to People of Color and other oppressed groups. 0nce

trained, ERACCT remains a committed partner and offers ongoing

support to Teams. This includes assigning a lead organizer to answer

http : //www. e racce.orgl tr a;ningl

4 of 5
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Training - ERACCE

questions and help with continued strategizing offering advanced

workshops to deepen critical 0rganizing skills (see below), and

connecting teams to regional and national networks of institutions

doing movement work.

Creating an Antiracism Team is an intentional process that requires

the support and endorsement of institutional leadership in order to

move from a smallgroup 0f people interested in a more racially

diverse and just 0rganizati0n, to full implementation of a Strategic

Plan created by the Antiracism Team. The time from initial inquiry to

the beginning of Team Trainingvaries widely from institution to

institution, and can take anywhere from six months to two years.

Ptease ,,, r : for more details on the steps to creating an

Antiracism Team.

0n-goingTeam Support & Capacity Building

ln partnership with Crossroads, ERACCT is ahle to coordinate and

host workshops designed to assist teams in deepening their

antiracism organizing and training skills within the context of their

institution.

Leadership Development lnstitute

An annual nationalleadership development and capacity building

conference hosted by Crossroads for institutions and individuals

interested in deepening their analysis of institutional racism and

oppression and building their capacity using Crossroads' model for

internal institutional organizing and transformation.

http ://www. e racc e. orgl tr arningl

::::: :::i-:::::::::::Si.: ir,:r :il :-:

o2016 ERACCE
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Event Calendar - ERACCE

i1$-trffiffi:

H()ME ()UR FOCUS TRAINING EVENT CALENDAR RES()URCES WHO Wt ARt

and Leadership for Racial Justice.

http://www.eracce. org/event-calendar

.,,Fs
Ll /,ii'"

far,

#-
',&" tttd
*a,u* t|ft|fu;,i;u

I1TNT il41il1{DAR

$\$&Y XX - X€= X*X$ ANATY$swoRKsHoP

?.5-day Undsrstandi*g & A*alyzing $ystcmic Racism

W*rkshtP,

o WORKSH0P SCHEDULE'Thurs. 6-9,30pm, Fri. 8'30am-6pm,

& Sat.8'30am-5pm. tull participation is important as each

part builds on the previous ones. Lunch and snacks are

provided.

o L0CATI()N' Wesley Foundation 810 Rankin Rd

o near campus of Western Michigan

University

REGISTRATI0N' . Workshop fee is $425. Please

make checks payable to "ERACCE" and mail to ERACCE 525 E.

Kalamazoo Ave. Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 or

secures your spot in the training.

"This training helped

me find myself, love

myself, respect myself,

and feel stronger as a

woman of color."

To Iearn more about our

trainings, check out our

. To see

our upcoming training

events, please visit our

. To inquire

about organizing a

tailored workshop for

your organization or

business, please

1of 4
41191201610:18 AM
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. 16.5 SocialWorker CE,$75 additional cost t0 be paid at the

start of the workshoP.

o 16.5 Educator SCEGH's'$75 additional cost to be paid at the

start of the workshop.

&**USY *$, 3*1$ NrRoruGIoRYWoRKSHoP

lntroductian to Systemic Racism'

o W0RKSH0P SCHEDUL[, 8,30am-4,30pm' tull participation is

important as each part builds on the previous. lunch will be

provided.

o LOCATI0N, WCA of Kalamazoo 353 E. Michigan, Kalamazoo'

MI 49007

o REGISTRATI0N, and fax to

269-345-8230 or mailalongwith $150 workshop fee (pattable

t0 "YWCA") to,Attn,Sherry BrockwayWGA of Kalamazoo 353

t. Michigan Kalamazoo, M149007.

$ff{'f$\$*fffi m - X4, e*1$ At{AtYsrswoRKsHoP

2.5-day Understanding & Analyzing Systemic Racism

Workshop,

o W0RKSH0P SCHEDULE=Thurs. 6-9'30pm, Fri. 8'30am-6pm,

& Sat.8,30am-5pm. tull participation is important as each

part builds on the previous ones. Lunch and snacks are

provided.

o L0CATI0N' Wesley toundation 810 Rankin Rd

o near campus of Western Michigan

University

o RIGISTRATI0N, . Workshop fee is $425.

PIease make checks payable to "IRACCE" and mail to ERACCT

525 E. Kalamazoo Ave. Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 0I , ,

Stay informed with ERACCE

E-NEWS!

SUBSCRIBE

fv
;i*rm EEACCE-, E[lmi,nati

=:*: S3lik€s

You and 19 other friends like this

cilffigffiE€
itA[cl ERACCE, Eliminating
g"..=: and Claiming/Celebri

Equality
April 16 at 9:41Pm

"Maybe you can't change the wi
maybe rigid curricula and stande

have your hands tied, but, as so

teachers showed me, reading a

a long way."

2 of4
411912016l0:18 AM
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ERACCE

. Payment secures your spot in the training

o t6.5 SocialWorker Ct: $75 additional cost t0 be paid at

the start of the workshop.l6.5 Educator SCECH's' $75

additional cost t0 be paid at the start of the workshop.

http: I / www.eracce.org/ ev ent-calendar

**Y**fn X$, 3S!$ NIRonucIoRYrttoRKsHoP

lntroduction ta Systemic Racism,

o W0RKSH0P SCHEDULE' 8'30am-4'30pm. tull participation is

important as each part builds on the previous. Lunch will be

provided.

o L0CATION, WCA of Kalamazoo 353 E. Michigan, Kalamazoo,

Ml 49007

o REGISTRATI0N' and fax to

269-345-8230 or mailalongwith $150 workshop fee (paltable

to 'YWCA") to,Attn'Sherry Brockway YWCA of Kalamazoo 353

E. Michigan Kalamazoo, M149007.

*f*il$\$*fft "| 
" $- X*X$ ANATY$swoRKsHoP

2.5-day Understanding & Analyzing Systemic tacism

WorkshoP,

o W0RKSH0P SCHEDUL[: Thurs. 6-9'30pm, Fri. 8,30am-6pm,

& Sat. 8,30am-5pm. Full participation is important as each

part builds on the previous ones. Lunch and snacks are

provided.

o L0CATI0N, Wesley Foundation 810 Rankin Rd

o near campus of Western Michigan

University

o REGISTRATI0N' . Workshop fee is $425.

Please make checks payable to "ERACGI" and mail to TBACCE

525 E. Kalamazoo Ave. Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 or

3 of4
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online. Payment secures your spot in the training

o 16.5 SocialWorker Ct: $15 additional cost t0 be paid at

the start of the workshop.16.5 Educator SGECH's' $75

additional cost t0 be paid at the start of the workshop.

@2016 ERACCE

4of4
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